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1. Purpose

The City of Canterbury Swimming Club, on occasion, awards Life Membership’ status to certain members. 

This policy defines ‘Life Membership’, the conditions under which it is awarded a highlights the procedure for awarding the ‘Life Membership’ status.

2. Scope 

This policy and procedure applies to all club members and coaches.

3. Definitions

Life Membership of the City of Canterbury Swimming Club is an award given to certain members of the club who have fulfilled one or more of the selection criteria listed below AND are considered by the majority of the committee to be suitable ambassadors for the club.

The Criteria for ‘Life Membership’ eligibility are:

· Outstanding competitive swimming performances – usually selection for a country at an international level. For clarity ‘international’ means any country for which the swimmer is eligible to compete. In the case of UK it includes Scottish, Welsh, English and Northern Irish swimmers. 

Or

· Outstanding service to the club, delivered over a sustained period, usually in excess of 5 years, which has had a great impact on the development or competitive performance of the club. 

And

· The applicant’s suitability will be benchmarked against those who have already been awarded ‘Life membership’ – see list attached.
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The status of ‘Life Membership’ allows the holder free club membership for life and the holder is publicly recognised on the club honour board.

Life Membership can be withdrawn should, in the opinion of the majority of the committee, the life member displays behaviour which is not appropriate as an ambassador of the club.

4. Procedure 

For ‘Life Membership’ to be awarded the following procedure must be followed:

· Any member of the club can approach the committee with the suggestion and rationale for a club member to be awarded ‘Life Membership’ status. This is to be in a short written format which will be used to discuss the proposal in committee.

· The subject is raised at a committee meeting where the potential ‘Life Member’ awardee is proposed by a committee member.A brief rationale as to why the award should be granted is given. This maybe delivered by a committee member or the original proposer who is not a member of the committee. In this instance the original proposer will be invited to the committee meeting for this specific point. 

· The proposal should seconded before further debate.

· Should the ‘original proposer’ be present questions for clarification can be asked before any further debate.

· The original proposer will be asked to leave the meeting prior to any further debate or vote.

· After suitable debate is conducted on the above listed criteria including the candidate being an ambassador for the club a vote is conducted and a simple majority is required to award the ‘Life Membership’ status.

· The new ‘Life Member’ is informed by letter from the club Chairman and the member’s name is placed on the club honour board.

· In a similar way the ‘Life Membership’ status can be withdrawn.

5. Current Life Members

Name



Rationale

Nick Boylan


GB Representation

Karl Botha


GB Representation

Lewis Owens


GB Representation

Georgina Harland

GB Representation/Olympic Medalist (Modern Pentathlon)
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